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Harthill Reservoir fishing platforms consultation 

A : The Canal & River Trust charity is proposing to build 15 stepped fishing platforms around the 

reservoir. 

 

A : We are building the fishing platforms to enhance the experience of people using the reservoir for 

fishing. The platforms will be used day-to-day by anglers, for both casual and competitive fishing. By 

adding purpose-built platforms we will be able to better preserve the reservoir. 

 

A: The platforms will be evenly spaced out along a section of the reservoir as shown on the image 

below.  

 

A : The wider construction project will be completed by late 2023 / early 2024, and development of the 

platforms is not expected to prolong this. Works to build the platforms will begin towards the end of the 

project timeline.  
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A : Unfortunately, due to the steep gradient of the slope of the bank where the platforms will be 

located, it was not possible to make them suitable for wheelchair access. There are, however, many 

other locations suitable for fishing along the banks of the reservoir that are accessible to all users.  

Alternatively, there are accessible fishing platforms at nearby Kiveton Waters. 

 

A : The addition of fishing platforms to the reservoir was not in our original planning application so we 

haven’t yet shared these plans with the local community. We are keen to keep you updated as to how 

the project to upgrade the reservoir is progressing and would like to hear your views on this new 

proposal.   

 

A : The additional work required to build the fishing platforms will not further affect access to the 

reservoir. The existing restrictions will remain in place until all works are completed.  

 

A : No, the new fishing platforms will provide a safer area for anglers and replace the existing platforms, 

which were difficult to access. 

 

A : The loss of fish we suffered in February was a terrible tragedy. We are working to establish all the 

facts about the fish deaths, and will take all possible steps in our power to ensure that an incident like 

this is never repeated.   

 

At the beginning of our public consultation, a full assessment of the impact on fish was carried out, and 

a report on this assessment accompanied the planning application sent to Rotherham Metropolitan 

Borough Council. In response to feedback received during the public consultation, the upper part of the 

reservoir remained in water, which allowed some of the fish to be retained in that area during the 

works. Throughout the project, we have strived to protect wildlife and enhance their natural 

environments. We are conducting a thorough investigation into the events that took place in February, 

and will take strict measures to further protect wildlife on the site going forward.  
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Archaeological surveys  

A : Archaeological surveys were carried out in 2022 by South Yorkshire Archaeological Service (SYAS), to 

look for any buried archaeological features on the reservoir site. 

These surveys are now complete. In total, 16 small shards of pottery were found weighing a total of 157 

grams. It is thought that the shards belong to no more than 14 separate pieces of pottery such as jars, 

dishes and bowls. The archaeologists estimate that some of these findings date back to the 13th and 14th 

centuries with others dating back to the 17th 18th and 19th centuries.  

The collection of pottery will be archived in Clifton Park Museum. 

In addition to the shards of pottery, two tiny fragments of clay tobacco pipe dating back to the 17th or 

18th century were discovered along with a 16th or 17th century copper alloy buckle and a small iron nail 

of undetermined age. 

The full archaeological report can be found on our website https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/about-

us/where-we-work/yorkshire-and-north-east/harthill-reservoir-upgrade. 

https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/about-us/where-we-work/yorkshire-and-north-east/harthill-reservoir-upgrade
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/about-us/where-we-work/yorkshire-and-north-east/harthill-reservoir-upgrade


 

 
 
 
 
Page 10     

We will continue to engage with the Chesterfield Canal Trust and users going forwards, sharing 

information as the project progresses. 

 

 

Construction methodology 

A : We expect work to be complete by late 2023 / early 2024.  The additional work to build the fishing 

platforms will be completed within these timescales.  

 

A : Once the work is complete the reservoir will be allowed to fill up naturally. We expect this to be late 

2023 / early 2024. 

 

A : It is a construction site so there will be unavoidable noise from machinery and construction vehicles. 

We are monitoring noise levels to ensure that they are within accepted limits.  

 

A : The Trust have a dedicated webpage (https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/about-us/where-we-

work/yorkshire-and-north-east/harthill-reservoir-upgrade) that is regularly updated along with an email 

address for queries (harthill@canalrivertrust.org.uk)  

 

You can also contact Tess Smith, Kier’s dedicated Stakeholder Manager for Harthill Reservoir, by phone 

or email:  

https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/about-us/where-we-work/yorkshire-and-north-east/harthill-reservoir-upgrade
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/about-us/where-we-work/yorkshire-and-north-east/harthill-reservoir-upgrade
file:///C:/Users/clarebirch/Dropbox%20(CC)/CC%20Client%20Folders/PLACE/Canal%20&%20River%20Trust/Harthill%20Reservoir/Fishing%20platform%20consultation/Outputs/FAQs/harthill@canalrivertrust.org.uk


 

 
 
 
 
Page 11     

Mobile: 07731 987 228 

Email: tess.smith@kier.co.uk 

 


