
Reviving the Roundhouse
Find out about the Birmingham Roundhouse and its restoration

Keys Terms:
Disrepair, restore, stables, sustainable
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Objectives
• To discover what the Roundhouse 

was once used for.

• To learn about the restoration of 
the site.

• To introduce Roundhouse themed 
challenges.
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Roundhouse History
• The Roundhouse was built by the 

Birmingham Corporation in 1874.

• It was needed for horse stables and 
as a storage space.

• The Birmingham Corporation held a 
competition inviting architects to 
design the building.
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This is a map of 
the area in 1839 
before the 
Roundhouse was 
built.

Can you 
spot the 
canal? 
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This a plan view 
of the winning 
design.



The Architect 
• An architect called W.H. 

Ward created the 
design. 

• We think he might have 
taken some creative 
inspiration from the 
horses!
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The Horses  
• The Roundhouse had room 

for 50 horses!

• Many of these would have 
been used for pulling carts 
and narrowboats across 
Birmingham.
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Clydesdale horses used for 
heavy industrial work!



The Roundhouse Decline 
• Once railways and motor vehicles became 

popular, the Roundhouse became less used.

• Is fell into disrepair and was put on a special 
list called the ‘Heritage At Risk Register’.

• This amazing building needed help!



Restoration
• In 2013 a huge project was started to 

restore and renovate the Roundhouse.

• The aim was to transform it into a hub 
for exploring the heritage of the city.

• Renting out some of the building as 
office space would also help the site 
to become more financially
sustainable for the future.
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Your Task
Using the fact sheets, 
complete the 5 
Roundhouse challenges.

When you have finished try to draw the mural at 
a larger scale or even create your own design.
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