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Reviving the Roundhouse

Find out about the Birmingham Roundhouse and its restoration

Keys Terms:
Disrepair, restore, stables, sustainable

canalrivertrust.org.uk/stem

Canal & River Trust charity number: 1146792
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Objectives

<
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e To discover what the Roundhouse
was once used for.

e To learn about the restoration of
the site.

e To introduce Roundhouse themed
challenges.
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Roundhouse History

 The Roundhouse was built by the
Birmingham Corporation in 1874.

|t was needed for horse stables and

as a storage space. Victorian
Blrmingham

* The Birmingham Corporation held a horgsefei
- . oy . S
competition inviting architects to i ,Otc; ;'p

design the building. important jobs.
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, This is a map of
By the area in 1839
8. before the

Can you
spot the
canal?
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This a plan view
of the winning
design.

What do yo
Notice aboyt
the Shape?
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The Architect

* An architect called W.H.
Ward created the
design.

STE

* We think he might have
taken some creative
inspiration from the
horses!
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The Horses

The Roundhouse had room
for 50 horses!

Many of these would have
been used for pulling carts
and narrowboats across
Birmingham.

Clydesdale horses used for
heavy industrial work!
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The Roundhouse Decline

* Once railways and motor vehicles became
popular, the Roundhouse became less used.

 |s fell into disrepair and was put on a special
list called the ‘Heritage At Risk Register’.

* This amazing building needed help!
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Restoration

* |In 2013 a huge project was started to
restore and renovate the Roundhouse.

* The aim was to transform it into a hub wE—r |
for exploring the heritage of the city. | EEEEAEANE= s

"

Renting out some of the building as
office space would also help the site
to become more financially
sustainable for the future.
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3 u | I 874, the Roundhouse was originally stables
for a store for the Birmingham Corporation-
i al architect WH. Ward. the jconic

Designed P
hoe—shaped structure 182 \andmark in the city:

cently

This amazing building. Jocated right next to the canal, has ré
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S I l I g t | l e been revived through @ S-mnllmn-pound restoration project
< S featuring @ yisitor centrés café, and an exhibition space. It allows
e e t visitors t© explore B‘\rmmgham‘s heritage® and its famous canals. - ol
’ ¥ 22 Ssse Blossorg Art
In this pack you will find maths-based challenges. 2! focused on ¢ - Rt ete =5 Activ_t
Ploase note that | g Sheet

the resoration of this historial site:
. the figures and costs
in these activities are 3 '

:Ju»de for educational

pos

Place each fact sheet at 8 difforent stotion in the classreom and Lo mf-‘:(sa::?:n:r: s

provide each student with @ Reviving the Roundhouse Activity Sheet- Ay of the true cos‘;‘l:yﬂ
HL the project.

;omplete the 5
oundhouse challenges
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When
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a larger sc nished try to d
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n design.
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