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Trail information

This guide follows the development of the trail as it journeys from
West to East and is the recommended direction of travel considering
prevailing wind direction and river flows.

The trail combines the Leeds Liverpool
Canal and Aire & Calder Navigation to
create a canoe trail stretching 162 miles
across the North of England connecting
Liverpool and Goole. Passing through
villages, towns and cities that played a
major role in the industrial revolution and
textile industries as well as enjoying the
stunning scenery as you travel over the
Pennines in Lancashire and Yorkshire.

The Leeds Liverpool Canal and Aire
& Calder Navigation offer a different
experience along the trail.

The Leeds Liverpool Canal wanders its
way connecting the two major cities of
Liverpool and Leeds, recently celebrating
its bicentenary and is enjoyed by
boaters and paddlers alike.

The Aire § Calder Navigation is a
commercial waterway transporting
goods and materials between the town
of Goole and city of Leeds.

The Navigation brings its own unique set
of challenges, combining both canalised
navigation and river sections, large locks
and high walls.

PLEASE NOTE: It is recommended that only more
experienced paddlers or groups of paddlers with
experienced leaders or coaches paddle on the river
sections of the Aire & Calder Navigation.

River sections are liable
to flooding please check
water levels at navigation
junctions before
proceeding.

@ Wigan Lock Flight (23 locks)

@® Gannow Tunnel (559yds)

® Burnley Embankment

@ Foulridge Tunnel (1640yds)

@ Bingley 5-Rise Locks & 3-Rise Locks

Burscough

Bootle

Blackburn
Burnley

Leeds & Liverpool Canal

Castleford

map not to scale

Aire & Calder Navigation

Knottingley

KEY

= aqueduct ——  pipe bridge W shopping
>~ lock A water point ® parking

ﬂ tunnel @ café = railway station
===  swing bridge @ pub
== railway bridge W'h‘ toilets

1 Eldonian Village Hall, Vauxhall
to Cooksons Bridge, Ford

This is on the Leeds-Liverpool canal as it winds away from Liverpool
through various towns in Sefton.

Start Eldonian Village Hall,
Burlington Street,
Liverpool L3 6LG

B2

Finish Cooksons Bridge pub, Rimrose
Gorsey Lane, Ford .21 OEJ Valley
Distance 6 miles ST
Park
Time 12 — 3 hours @
Portages 1 swing bridge 1 Litherland

and Locks
OS Map

approx. 100m walk.
OS Landranger 108

@ 0/5@
1 @‘(‘fj& bt

Seaforth =

Local Facilities

e | ock § Quay, Irlam Road, Bootle
www.facebook.com/lockandquaybootle/
Dog-friendly community canal side pub

Description
e Park at Eldonian Village Hall and start your
journey along the trail.

e Paddle past the Stanley Lock Flight,
taking boats in and out of the Liverpool
waterfront docks.

—

e Continue past warehouses and
factories as the trail runs parallel to the
River Mersey.

e Start to head inland and paddle past
the green spaces of Rimrose Valley

Country Park. <Sé”f'fhau Warehb
e Finish at Cooksons Bridge. |
4
'%A 5@—"’, Stanley
’%@A llzﬁ;fit a

i ‘Cuﬂ Eldonian
, <% Village
l R
& Liverpool

not to scale



2 Cooksons Bridge, Ford to The

New Scarisbrick Arms, Ormskirk

This is on the Leeds-Liverpool canal as it winds away from Liverpool through
various towns in Sefton out onto the West Lancashire plain.

N
Start Cooksons Bridge, l
Gorsey Ln, Ford L21 OEJ Downholland %
Finish The New Scarisbrick Arms, Cross nottoseale

Black-A-Moor Ln,
Ormskirk L39 7HX

Distance 10 miles

Time 3 -5 hours

Portages 13 swing bridges & 1 lock.
and Locks  All approx. 50-100m portage
OS Map OS Landranger 108

Local Facilities

e The Running Horses, 25 Bell's Ln, Lydiate,
Maghull, Liverpool L31 4EN
wwwiherunninghorseslydiate.pub/index
Canal side pub

e The New Scarisbrick Arms, Black-A-Moor Ln,
Ormskirk L39 7HX
wwwthenewscarisbrickarms.co.uk/our-menus/
Canal side restaurant

Description

e Starting at Cooksons Bridge this section
takes you from city to countryside.

e Paddle past the Canal Turn at Aintree
Racecourse home of the world famous
Grand National Steeplechase.

e Start to feel more remote as you leave
the hustle and bustle behind and look
out over open countryside.

e Continue through Maghull and paddle
on a short way past some of the swing
bridges along the trail.

’//jf?

) %
Aintree

e Exit at The New Scarisbrick Arms.

Discover More
You will pass the historical Aintree Racecourse,

home of the Grand National — for more info Aintree

visit wwwihejockeyclub.co.uk/aintree Racecourse

3 The New Scarisbrick Arms, Ormskirk

to Appley Bridge

This trail takes you through the West Lancashire plain — you will pass through
towns such as Burscough and Parbold on your way to Appley Bridge.

Start The New Scarisbrick Arms,
Black-A-Moor Ln, Ormskirk
39 7HX

Finish Appley Bridge, Wigan WN6 9AW

Distance 14 miles

Time 4 — 7 hours

Portages 4 swing bridges § 1lock

and Locks

OS Map OS Landranger 108

Local Facilities

e The Inn, 6 Rosemary Ln, Downholland,
Ormskirk L39 7JP
www.theshipinnhaskayne.com/

Canal side pub & garden

e There are also several cafés & pubs/shops
in towns of Burscough and Parbold.

Description

e Starting at The New Scarisbrick Arms
paddling north will take you past a choice of
canal side pubs and restaurants.

e Paddle past Scarisbrick Marina as you
start to head east again.

e Keep your eyes to the skies as you look
out for the ‘local residents of Martin Mere
Wetlands Centre.

e Arriving in Burscough you have the chance
to stop at the wharf, refresh and reload in
many of the local shops before paddling
past the first major junction of the trail
at the Rufford Branch, continue straight
ahead to stay on the trail.

e Paddle through small villages and open
countryside, as you pass through Parbold,
see if you can see the old windmill.

e Arriving at your first lock, portage the short

distance and then paddle the last few hundred
metres to the finish.

PlRcbw=

Appley Bridge ==

Martin
Mere

Wetland
Centre

not to scale

4 Appley Bridge to
Trencherfield Mill, Wigan

This section of the trail meanders from the West Lancashire plain into the
industrial town of Wigan.

Start Car park, Appley Bridge, Wigan
WNE 9AW

Finish Trencherfield Mill, Wallgate, Wigan
WN3 4BF

Distance 5 miles

Time 1% — 2 hours

Portages 3 swing bridges and 3 locks

and Locks

OS Map OS Landranger 108

Description

e Start at Appley Bridge.

e Portage Deans Lock and take a glimpse into
the development of transport as the canal is
crossed by both railway and motorway.

. o PP Ef ;
Clcpw= 2

Wigan ‘\ Branch
LEm- i\'
- %0

5

e You start to enter the outskirts of Wigan,
passing by Crooke Marina.

e Entering the town centre keep a look out for
Wigan Pier, you don't want to miss it.

o Exit at the pontoon next to Trencherfield Mill,

this is the start of the Wigan flight portage oo - |ig
23 locks and 90 minutes later you will have
reached Wigan Top Lock. ——’

Appley
Bridge

N O

not to scale

5 Wigan Top Lock to

Walton Summit Branch, Chorley

Leave the hustle and bustle behind as you paddle onwards to Pennine
Lancashire.

Start Wigan Top Lock, | Johnson's N
WN2 1JE 00 ) 5 e Hillock l

Finish \é\sg%r;\ Eummit Branch, %3-1 Locks o

Sy &,
Distance 9.2 miles - o, b \é{geelton
Time Approx 3% hours ey L =00 )
EmS B

Portages None &)

and Locks @ 3274 @Me\

OS Map OS Landranger 108 = Chorleg ’ﬂ

Local Facilities @ S o
o Kirkless Hall pub at start for food and
drink.

%
&

78

Ny

©

e Frederick’s lce Cream shop PR7 4AL. L7 :%
Description o«l
A §
e | eaving Top Lock behind you paddle Q-\\q?f } Heath Charnock
through farm land and golf courses.

e

o K r led r for nal
eep your eyes peeled ready for a cana White Bear Marina

}\;\

side ice cream stop at Fredericks. fo“l' = y i
e Passing under the M61 you will see the %, gggton
site of Botany Bay. @ @W

e Continue paddling towards Johnsons
Hillock lock flight and take a short paddle
to the top of the Walton Summit Branch
and exit here.

<

9,
/@ Y Bl'oé—['(

@Q‘

‘ %é@gigrtbgagark
Gl »

6 Johnson’s Hillock Top Lock, Wheelton

to Riley Green, Hoghton

Enjoy open countryside and wonderful views as you approach the town of
Blackburn.

Start Top Lock Wheelton
PR6 8LS =¥

Finish Riley Green, Hoghton Riley Green
PR5 OSP Marina

Distance 3.2 miles

Time 1-1% hours

Portages None

and Locks

OS Map OS Landranger 108 § 102

Local Facilities
e The Top Lock Pub, Wheelton.

e Canal Cruisers of Riley Green.

Description

e Access the trail at the Top Lock and
paddle north.

e Paddle through open countryside
and farmland.

e Passing under the M65 for the first
time and continue on passing under
the A675 and finishing at the moorings
at Riley Green. Higher

Wheelton

.

ereelton

N

"

not to scale

Johnson's Hillock Locks

7 Riley Green, Hoghton

to Eanam Wharf, Blackburn

Take in the changing scenery as you paddle through Blackburn.

Start Riley Green, Hoghton
PR5 OSP

Finish Eanam Wharf, Blackburn
BB1 5BY

Distance 42 miles

Time 1-2hours

Portages Blackburn 6 locks

and Locks

OS Map OS Landranger 102

Description

e Depart from Riley Green moorings.

e Keep your ears ready to listen for the
River Darwen as it passes under the trail.
e Portage the locks at Blackburn 6 locks
(20 minutes) and continue paddling for
a short while.

e Exit at Eanam Wharf.

., Blackburn

PlRCE=w=

Blackburn o
Locks

Eanam Wharf

aiver Darwen

Mill Hill = (<

Cherry Tree ==

N

o

not to scale

ﬁ' Riley Green

Marina

8 Eanam Wharf, Blackburn
to Church, Accrington

Enjoy a different viewpoint as you watch the traffic below on their slightly
faster journeys.

Start Eanam Wharf ficcrington —g
BBI 5BY PlRcbhw=
Finish Church Swing Bridge .
BB5 4JX
Distance 5% miles Tinker
Time 1% — 3 hours ‘
Portages No locks ‘
and Lgcks ‘
OS Map OS Landranger 103

@ ==
t
B
Description ook

e Starting at Eanam Wharf pass by
Daisyfield Mill as you paddle through
Pennine Lancashire.

e The trail starts to weave its way along,
passing under bridges and over streams.

e Once again you come to the M65 this
time paddling over it and looking down
to the traffic below.

e Continuing your journey the trail
meanders left and right, keep looking
ahead for the swing bridge at Church
and exit here.

’s
O
G = 26078

Blackburn

Daisyfield Mill

Eanam,Wharf

O )

"o

not to scale

Church, Accrington

to Reedley Marina, Burnley

Paddle through Burnley and take in the elevated view over the town centre
to the west and the rolling hills of the Pennine’s to the east as you journey
along the straight mile.

Start Church Swing Bridge
BB5 4JX

Finish Reedley Marina
BB12 ODX

Distance 12 miles

Time 3 — 6 hours

Portages 3 swing bridges,

and Locks no's 114, 115 & 116

OS Map OS Landranger 103

Local Facilities

e Rosegrove Wharf, Canal & River Trust
depot has facilities for boaters including
toilets and shower as well as a water
point, a trust key is needed to access
all trust facilities. Burnley town centre
is not far from the route and caters for
all needs, near to the trail is the Bobbin
café, Wiseman Street and Banny’s fish
and chips as well as restaurants, further
along the trail at Reedley Marina is the
Kingfisher Café.

Description

e Parking on Church Hall Road a short walk
will take you to the trail (<100m) at Church
Swing Bridge.

e Pass by Knotts Bridge moorings.

e Rosegrove Wharf, Canal & River Trust
depot.

e Gannow tunnel at J10 on M65.

e Pass along the ‘straight mile’ embankment Accrington
overlooking Burnley town centre and the @ b1 é ) e ==
South Pennine hills. cilion = Lw)

. . . . 0

e Exit at Reedley Marina visitor moorings. le-Moors o

%&N'\o

not to scale



