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press release
Issued: 8 February 2013 
Worksop set to benefit from revamped canal towpath 
Works to make a busy stretch of the Chesterfield Canal towpath more user-friendly are set to begin next week.
The project being carried out by the Canal & River Trust, the charity responsible for the nation’s waterways, will see the towpath resurfaced providing walkers, cyclists and disabled visitors with a clean, green traffic-free route into Worksop. The works will also see a grass verge set aside along the length of the towpath for use by anglers.  
The works, which will see almost 1.5 km of towpath between The Lock Keeper pub on Sandy Lane and Worksop town centre improved, start on 11th February and are expected to last for approximately 8 weeks. 
The £231,000 project is being part funded by the European Regional Development Fund through the Department for Communities and Local Government. The remaining funding is being provided by Nottinghamshire County Council and through a grant from the Veolia Environmental Trust, who have awarded a grant of £40,000 through the Landfill Communities Fund. 
Currently the towpath can become muddy and prone to large puddles in wet weather. The towpath improvement project will create a safer route that can be enjoyed by people of all ages and abilities. The project is a continuation of works that took place in 2010 to improve the canal towpath between Shireoaks and Sandy Lane.
Lucie Hoelmer, enterprise manager for the Canal & River Trust said; “The Chesterfield Canal is hugely popular with people living and working in Worksop but this popularity means that the path is now ready for some additional investment to ensure it can cope with modern usage. 

“This improvement project will make the canal towpath even more appealing to those who want a traffic-free route to work and shops or just a quiet place to spend a leisurely afternoon. It’s an important project that will really benefit the town and the people of all ages and abilities who are keen to use the canal as part of their everyday lives.”
The Executive Director of The Veolia Environmental Trust, McNabb Laurie, adds, “It is great to hear this important project is underway – I look forward to seeing the improved towpath being used and enjoyed”. 
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Notes to editors:
The Canal & River Trust is the guardian of 2,000 miles of historic waterways across England and Wales.  We are among the largest charities in the UK, maintaining the nation’s third largest collection of Listed structures, as well as museums, archives, navigations and hundreds of important wildlife sites.

We believe that our canals and rivers are a national treasure and a local haven for people and wildlife. It is our job to care for this wonderful legacy – holding it in trust for the nation in perpetuity and giving people a greater role in the running of their local waterways.
www.canalrivertrust.org.uk
European Regional Development Fund 

The Chesterfield Canal towpath project is part financed by the European Regional Development Fund Programme 2007 to 2013. The Department for Communities and Local Government is the managing authority for the European Regional Development Fund Programme, which is one of the funds established by the European Commission to help local areas stimulate their economic development by investing in projects which will support local businesses and create jobs. For more information visit www.communities.gov.uk/erdf 
Landfill Tax and the Landfill Communities Fund Any rubbish that is thrown away and cannot be reused ends up in a landfill site. Operators of landfill sites collect tax on each tonne of landfill for HM Treasury. The purpose of this tax is to make it more expensive to put waste into landfill, in turn encouraging us to reduce our waste and recycle more.

A small proportion of this tax, currently 5.6%, can be used to support a wide range of environmental projects near landfill sites, through the Landfill Communities Fund (LCF). Through the LCF over £1 billion has been invested in UK projects. The Veolia Environmental Trust is part of the LCF, which is regulated on behalf of HM Government’s Revenue & Customs by ENTRUST. For further information, please visit www.entrust.org.uk.

The Veolia Environmental Trust has been supporting community and environmental projects for over 15 years. Since we were established in 1997, Veolia Environmental Services (UK) plc has supported us by contributions of over £50 million to 1485 projects. 

We have helped fund a diverse range of projects, including the repair of woodland footpaths, the renovation of community halls and the installation of playgrounds and play areas. For more information, or to find out how to apply for funding, visit our website www.veoliatrust.org.
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