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BIOSECURITY & NON-NATIVE SPECIES 

NON-NATIVE SHRIMP 
In 2010, a highly invasive non-native shrimp, Dikerogammarus villosus, was found in Grafham 
Water. It has since been found at a handful of other sites around the UK.  

Another species of non-native shrimp D. 
haemobaphes has recently been found on the inland 
waterway network. Like its cousin, it is a voracious 
feeder and has a very high reproductive rate.  It is the 
first time that this species has been recorded and the 
potential impacts are currently unclear. Unlike D. 
villosus, which prefers rocky substrates, this species 
is thought to be more suited to the conditions within 
the waterway network. However, it is currently 
thought to be confined to the South West and West 
Midlands.  
 

WHAT WE ARE DOING 
The Canal & River Trust are working together with the Environment Agency to develop a 
coordinated response. We hope to monitor the known populations of this species and survey the 
wider area to track its spread. We will also raise awareness of this species with staff, volunteer 
groups, partners and waterway users so that they a can do their bit to help reduce its spread.  
 
WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP 
Human activity is one of the main ways that this and other non-native invasive species spread. 
There is a national government-backed campaign on “biosecurity” measures” to encourage 
recreational water-users to take action to help stop the fight against invasive non-native species. 

Specific advice on biosecurity measures for different user groups can be found through the links 
below. However, in general it is essential that everyone using the waterway network takes steps to 
ensure they do not inadvertently spread this species and that we all implement the following 
“biosecurity” measures to reduce the likelihood of this happening.  

 Waterway staff, contractors and volunteers, anglers, kayakers and other recreational users 
should always “check, clean and dry” their clothing and equipment between uses. They 
should check their equipment before they enter the water and again when they leave site.   

 Managers or representatives of clubs and associations should ensure that their members 
are aware of the need of the for biosecurity measures.  

 Boaters should ensure that they do not transfer potentially contaminated water by emptying 
bilge pumps before moving locations. 

 Reports any suspected sightings of non-native shrimps to alert_nonnative@ceh.ac.uk  
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FURTHER INFORMATION 
For more information on invasive non-native species and biosecurity measures visit the GB Non-
Native Species Secretariat website 
https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/nonnativespecies/home/index.cfm. : 
 
To find out how you can help stop the spread of invasive species visit the Check, Clean and Dry 
campaign pages https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/nonnativespecies/checkcleandry/index.cfm and 
download the Check, Clean and Dry campaign poster: 
https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/nonnativespecies/checkcleandry/documents/check-clean-dry-
poster.pdf  
Guidance for the specific user groups is available through the following links: 
 
Biosecurity information for anglers: 
https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/nonnativespecies/downloadDocument.cfm?id=492 

Biosecurity information for boaters: 
https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/nonnativespecies/downloadDocument.cfm?id=493 

Biosecurity and submerged structures: 
https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/nonnativespecies/downloadDocument.cfm?id=568 
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